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Sjt. Phooken to postpone the Assam tour and himself postponed
the Bengal tour by three days. I am mentioning these details to
show the eagerness we had to be with each other. As it has
turned out, Deshbandhu's approaching long sleep was preparing
us for a close communion.

He was on a convalescent if not on a sick-bed. He had need
to be taken care of. But he insisted on attending to every detail
regarding my comfort and that of my companions. His appoint-
ments must be on a lavish scale. He had ordered five goats to
be brought from the plains. He would not have me miss my millr
for a single meal. I had often come under Basanti Devi's sisterly
care, but at Darjeeling I was the object of Deshbandhu's personal
attention. Nor was there any artificiality about it. Hospitality
was the badge of his clan. He related several striking anecdotes
about their lavish hospitality. It was at Darjeeling that I came to
know his great regard for strangers or political opponents. At his
instance, Satish Babu of Khadi Pratishthan was sent for to discuss
with him the plan we had settled of working hand-spinning and
khaddar in Bengal. I asked him where he would like Satish Babu
to stay. "Of course in this house," he said. "But we are over-crowd-
ed here,35 I said. "Certainly not. He can have my room for that
matter," was the retort. Whilst I was thinking of him and his over-
worked partner, he thought of Satish Babu's comfort. "Besides," he
said, "I know that Satish Babu thinks I am prejudiced against him.
He is a comparative stranger to me. You know that I do not worry
about my other friends. They cannot misunderstand me* Satish
Babu must stay in this house."

We talked of different political groups in Bengal and, inci-
dentally, I told him of the charges of brib'ery and corruption
brought against the Swaraj Party, I mentioned to him the fact
that Sir Surendranath had invited me to go to his house again
before leaving Bengal. He said, "Do go and teH Kim all about our
conversations and my emphatic denial of all charges of bribery and
corruption. I am prepared to retire from public life if one such
charge against the Party can be proved to be true. The fact is
that Bengal political life is one of mutual jealousy and back-
biting. The phenomenal rise and success of the Swaraj Party have
become unbearable to some people. I want you, therefore, tho-
roughly to go into all the charges that may be brought against the
Party and give your considered judgment. I assure you I do not
believe in dishonesty any more than you do. I know that my
country cannot be free by dishonest means. You will be render-
ing a distinct service if you can bring all the parties together or, at